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JOHN WESTMORELAND

The chickens are coming home to roost 
for Starmer and the Blairite zombies 
running Labour.

He promised change from the Tories, 
but workers across Britain are still wait-
ing to see a change that benefi ts them. The 
polls are telling us that Labour is going to 
take a beating in May and the benefi ciaries 
look to be Reform and the Greens. 

Reform is the frontrunner in the polls 
and they dominate the voting intentions of 
supervisory workers, skilled and unskilled 
workers. But the Greens have also ben-
efi ted from Labour’s right-wing govern-
ment. After Zack Polanski spoke at the 
NEU conference, promising an end to the 
marketisation of education, the union lead-
ership says that voting intentions among 
educators have moved away from Labour 
to the Green Party.

No doubt the trend among teachers 
towards the Greens is going to be replicated 
in other unions, but that’s not the whole 
story. A TUC report in February warned 
that signifi cant numbers of trade-union 
members intend to vote for Farage’s outfi t.

The TUC general secretary has pointed 
to where Labour is going wrong, saying 
that if Labour did more for workers’ rights 
and standard of living, the polls would 
take care of themselves. The problem is 
that Labour has systematically set about 
breaking the organic link that used to exist 
between the working class and the party.

The British working class is feeling 
the eff ects of the crisis that capitalism is 
in. Reform and the Greens both talk in 
terms of heading off  a national crisis that 
is hitting workers, and this gives their cam-
paigning the energy and passion of which 
Labour is devoid.

Of course, we want to see the Greens 
suck up the anti-Labour feeling and cut 
into Reform at the same time, as was the 

case in the Gorton and Denton by-election, 
but the Greens are not a party rooted in the 
trade unions and the working class. And 
this is important.

Zack Polanski is a brilliant speaker and 
handles the media well, but he is careful to 
never present his policies as an assault on 
the capitalist class. He talks about leaving 
Nato, sometime in the future, but wants to 
maintain arms spending. He talks about 
social justice, but doesn’t back workers 
using their collective strength to increase 
their share of the wealth they create.

And, here is the problem for the Greens; 
they say they want radical change but are 
not connected to the only force that can 
bring that change: the working class.

The May elections will not off er the work-
ing class a socialist alternative to the main 
parties. Your Party is not standing candi-
dates and instead will urge its members 
to support progressive independents. This 
abstention by YP will probably drive more 
of its members to the Greens or inactivity.

The political landscape is bleak for 
those wanting socialist change, but elec-
tions are not the same as real struggle 
between the forces of capital and labour. 
Electoral rhetoric echoes the struggle but 
voting will not resolve it.

On most of the issues dear to the left, 
the working class is on our side. Peace, 
workers’ rights, defending health and edu-
cation, taxing the rich and freezing rents 

are revealed by the pollsters as being the 
most important demands for workers. Of 
course, there are some issues that favour 
the right strongly, such as immigration, but 
we can tackle that if we are fi ghting on the 
other class issues.

In the run-up to the elections, the left 
has plenty to do that will build up hope 
for the future. There is the NEU’s Save 
Education campaign that connects to every 
issue facing the working class, and parents 
are urged to get on board with it.

There is also the importance of build-
ing for the Nakba demo on 16 May and 
showing that international solidarity with 
Palestine and opposition to racism are cru-
cial working-class issues.
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110 years ago this month, in the midst 
of a world war, Irish freedom fi ghters 
launched an insurrection to throw off  the 
yoke of British imperialism.

On 24 April 1916, Patrick Pearse, 
commander of the Irish Volunteers, stood 
on the steps of the General Post Offi  ce 
(GPO) in Dublin and read out a proc-
lamation of Irish independence from 
British rule. Hours before, the building 
had been seized by a combined action 
of the Irish Republican Brotherhood’s 
Volunteers and the Irish Citizens Army 
founded by the revolutionary socialist 
James Connolly.

The armed uprising did not material-
ise out of nowhere but stood at the head 
of centuries of struggle against British 
domination over the island.

It’s worth remembering that this call 
for a war of liberation from Britain came 
at a time when the whole of Ireland was 
under the rule of British and wealthy 

Irish landowners and industrialists, and 
was governed from Westminster. This 
was also in the middle of an imperialist 
world war that expected dominion coun-
tries, like Ireland, to provide the cannon 
fodder to defend the Empire.

The insurrection was to last just 
six days before Pearse and the remain-
ing combatants were forced to agree an 
unconditional surrender. After the sei-
zure of the GPO, the British brought in 
thousands of troops with machine guns, 
heavy artillery and even a gunboat on 
the Liff ey. The GPO and surrounding 
streets were gradually reduced to rubble 
under the bombardment. Some 2,000 
Volunteers, Citizens Army members and 
civilians lost their lives in the battle with 
many more injured.

Following the surrender, martial law 
was imposed and, in the reaction that fol-
lowed, some 3,500 were detained with 
nearly 2,000 receiving custodial sen-
tences and sent to prisons in Britain. The 
leaders captured at the GPO were tried 

by court martial with 16 receiving the 
death penalty, including Connolly.  He 
had been injured in the fi ghting and was 
unable to walk due to his wounds turning 
gangrenous. One of the last to be exe-
cuted, he was taken on a stretcher to the 
prison courtyard, tied to a chair and shot 
to death by a British fi ring squad.

Despite the repression, the British 
failed to break the resistance of the Irish. 
In the 1918 election, Sinn Fein went to 
the polls with the slogan ‘Vote Sinn Fein 
and show the world Ireland is not a part 
of England’; they swept the board.

In 1919, the War of Independence 
broke out that saw the island partitioned 
two years later as a compromise settle-
ment with the nine traditional counties of 
Ulster being reduced to six under British 
rule to ensure a Protestant and loyalist 
enclave. 

So long as partition remains, there 
will always be a struggle for a united 
Ireland by those who see that Britain is 
part of the problem, not the solution.

THE 1916 EASTER RISING AGAINST EMPIRE
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Saturday 16 May will be the next big 
test for the movements in solidarity with 
Palestine and against fascism.

Outrageously, the Metropolitan Police 
have given Tommy Robinson the heart 
of central London – the Strand, Trafalgar 
Square, Whitehall and Parliament Square 
– for his ‘Unite the Kingdom, Unite the 
West’ march.

This is despite the Palestine coalition 
applying for a route in central London for 
the annual demonstration commemorating 
the Nakba back in December. A demon-
stration with added signifi cance in 2026 
given the continuing genocide in Gaza, 
the pogroms against Palestinians in the 
West Bank, Israel’s new death penalty for 
Palestinian prisoners, and Israel’s occupa-
tion and ethnic cleansing of the south of 
Lebanon.

The Met’s decision exposes the real 
nature of two-tier policing . It shows a 
deliberate strategy by the state to use fas-
cists to try break the Palestine movement.

It wouldn’t be the fi rst time. In 
November 2023, then Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman directly mobilised fas-
cists to confront the Palestine demonstra-
tion. There is a direct line to be drawn from 
that day as the fi rst serious fascist mobilisa-
tion for some time through to the Southport 
riots, protests outside hotels housing asy-
lum seekers and culminating in 200,000 
at Tommy Robinson’s demonstration in 
September.

That demonstration featured calls for 
violence against Muslims, migrants and the 
left, a Palestine fl ag ripped up on the stage, 

people sieg-heiling and both anti-racists 
and the police violently assaulted.

Fascist organising and the state’s 
demonisation of Muslims and refugees 
has led to an exponen-
tial rise in Islamophobic 
hate crimes in the last 
year with at least 30 
mosques attacked, two 
Sikh women raped in 
the West Midlands and a 
Muslim woman rammed 
with a car in south east 
London to name a few. 

Where Palestine 
demonstrations face 
arbitrary restrictions 
from the route to length 
of the rally to whether 
megaphones, pots or 
pans can be used, the 
far right – with a proven 
track record of serious violence – are given 
free rein.

If allowed as planned, Tommy 
Robinson’s demonstration will be assem-
bling in the same proximity to two mosques 
as synagogues are to Park Lane and the 
Israeli embassy which have been given as 

reasons to stop Palestine marches assem-
bling in those areas.

This is even though there isn’t a shred of 
evidence that any of our over 30 Palestine 

National demonstrations 
have been a threat to Jewish 
people – thousands of 
whom have been a part of 
every demonstration.

Meanwhile, Danny 
Tommo, right-hand man of 
Tommy Robinson, posted 
a video saying ‘We are not 
coming to wave fl ags… 
We know what needs to be 
done… So make no mistake 
- on 16th of May, things 
change.’

When Stop the War’s 
John Rees described the 
Met’s decision as ‘the state 
and centre aid[ing] the fas-

cists’, Tommy Robinson responded, ‘That’s 
correct , London is ours on may 16th [sic]’.

There can be no question that fascists 
will be further emboldened to terrorise 
Muslims if they have uncontested control 
of London streets on 16 May.

The state is playing a dangerous game 

and risks opening up Pandora’s Box. 
Historically, fascism has only been able to 
take root and come to power with the sup-
port of ruling classes afraid of the left.

But we have shown that we have the 
ability to stop them. Despite the concerted 
campaign to criminalise the Palestine 
movement for two and a half years, it has 
continued to mobilise hundreds of thou-
sands of people as a constant thorn in the 
government’s side.

Last month’s Together Against the Far 
Right demonstration called by a broad alli-
ance of civil society organisations brought 
half a million people onto the streets – more 
than double the size of Tommy’s last demo 
and the biggest since last year’s Nakba Day 
demonstration.

It was mass protests or the preparation 
for them that put a stop to the 2024 riots 
and which twice stopped fascist UKIP 
marching through Tower Hamlets.

We have to use the coming weeks to 
launch a massive campaign to push back 
the police decision and in the process 
spread the word in every part of the country 
to fl ood the streets of London on 16 May 
with the majority who oppose fascism, 
oppose war and genocide.
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GRAHAM KIRKWOOD

Resident doctors in England are out on 
strike again from 7 April to 13 April in their 
long-running dispute over pay restoration 
and training. A resounding 93% voted to 
strike following government backtracking 
on promises to end the dispute.

Let down once again by a health secre-
tary who promises much but delivers little, 
the money proposed for pay increases will 
now be spread over three years. On top of 
that, the latest recommendation for a pay 
increase is just 3.5%, an off er which also 
sees consultants and specialist doctors bal-
loting for strike action.

In the run up to the strike, Prime Minister 
Starmer attempted to bully the doctors by 
threatening to take away 4,500 additional 
speciality training places which were to be 
created to fi ll partly a shortfall identifi ed by 
the doctor’s union, the BMA. This shortfall 
is causing a bottleneck in doctors’ career 
progression. Starmer’s reckless response 
will damage the NHS further.

In 2022, resident doctors’ pay was down 
over 30% in real terms from 2008. It is only 
through strike action that this downward 
trend was reversed, although their pay is 
still worth 21% less now than in 2008.

In contrast, MPs have suff ered no such 
deterioration and their basic pay will rise by 
5% this month to £98,599. An analysis by 
the Huffi  ngton Post showed that between 
2008 and 2023, MPs’ pay increased 40%, 
while resident doctors’ pay increased only 
15%. Resident doctors received no increase 
between 2008 and 2015, unlike MPs.

Meanwhile money is haemorrhag-
ing out of the NHS to private companies. 

Research by the Centre for Health and 
the Public Interest has found that in 2023 
alone, £169 million leaked out of the NHS 
in profi ts to just fi ve private eye-care com-
panies providing NHS-funded cataract sur-
gery. This is the tip of the iceberg.

These disputes are symptomatic of 
an NHS in crisis which the government’s 
pro-privatisation strategy will do nothing 
to fi x. Everyone should get to the picket 
lines, take union and campaign banners and 
rally behind the doctors. A victory for them 
is a victory for us all and for our NHS.

NHS RESIDENT DOCTORS
Union: BMA
Dates: 7-12 April
Location: Various, see Strike Map

LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY
Union: UCU
Dates: 15, 16, 21-23, 27-29 April
Location: London, N7 8DB

CADENT GAS
Union: GMB
Dates: 4-6, 10, 17, 24 April
Location: Stockport, SK6 2ST

FIRST GROUP BUS DRIVERS
Union: Unite
Dates: 7, 22, 24 April
Location: Doncaster, DN2 6AZ

NATIONAL COAL MINING MUSEUM
Union: Unison
Dates: Continuous
Location: Wakefi eld, WF4 4RH

PRESTWICH HOSPITAL DRIVERS AND 
PORTERS
Union: Unison
Dates: 1-12 April
Location: Manchester, M45 7JZ

RMT ROYAL FLEET AUXILIARY
Union: RMT
Dates: 7, 16 April
Location: Various Royal Navy docks

LONDON UNDERGROUND
Union: RMT
Dates: 21-22, 23-24 April (12pm-12pm)
Location: Various depots

WINDRUSH LINE
Union: RMT
Dates: 23 April
Location: London, SE16 2NE

PICKET LINES THIS MONTH

VICTORY TO 
THE RESIDENT 
DOCTORS!

RANK-AND-FILE ROUNDUP

RESIDENT DOCTORS ON STRIKE AT GUYS & ST THOMAS’ HOSPITAL. PHOTO: PETE WEBSTERRESIDENT DOCTORS ON STRIKE AT GUYS & ST THOMAS’ HOSPITAL. PHOTO: PETE WEBSTER

CICI WASHBURN

Serious mobilisation for the International 
Peace Conference in London on 20 June 
is taking place across Europe.

At the time of writing 80 trade union 
branches and trades councils in Britain 
are supporting the Peace conference. Over 
900 tickets have been sold. Nationally, the 
NEU, Aslef, PCS, RMT, TSSA, GFTU, 
NIPSA and the Bakers union are backing 
the conference. This will be the biggest 
coming together of trade unionists inde-
pendently of the TUC in some time. 

Earlier this month Alex Gordon and 
John Rees from the Stop the War Coalition, 
alongside other organisers of the confer-
ence from across Europe spoke at electric, 
packed-out meetings building the peace 
conference in Paris, Lyon and Nantes. The 
meetings were full of bus-loads of trade 
unionists. Young people in Nantes are 
organising fundraising gigs to raise money 
for people to get to London. Meetings are 
taking place in Brighton and other places to 
build the conference. 
Following the passing of the wages not 

weapons motion at the TUC last year this 
conference is the next concrete step in 
opposing rearmament, the drive to war and 
conscription. 

As war rages in the Middle East with no 
end in sight, workers are starting to be hit 
with rocketing infl ation that is predicted to 
last at least 2-3 years. Families are already 
massively struggling with the cost of living 
and currently, a third of children in the UK 
live in poverty. 

After 15 years of below-infl ation 
pay rises, workers are again expected to 
shoulder the burden of increasing costs, 
slashed welfare, and public spending being 
diverted away from public services to the 
military instead. Opposing war is a trade 
union issue on all fronts for every worker. 

Rank-and-fi le delegations of trade 
unionists from across the country couldn’t 
be more essential. Coaches are being organ-
ised from around the country. If you’re in 
a trade union and haven’t already, raise the 
model motion in support of the conference 
and get a delegation organised from your 
branch.

The possibilities that will open up with 
a strong international anti-war movement 
that can coordinate action are huge and 
increasingly crucial. Be there on the 20 
June.

Tickets: bit.ly/againstwar2026
Model motion: bit.ly/j20motion

Support grows 
for International 
Peace Conference
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Could you start by telling us a 
little about yourself and your 
political background?

My name is Felix Krekow Rojas. 
I’m nineteen and I am dep-
uty chairperson of the JSW in 
Aachen, in Western Germany 
near the border with Belgium.

The JSW is the youth wing 
of the BSW (the Bündnis Sahra 
Wagenknecht - Vernunft und 
Gerechtigkeit, which translates as 
the Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance 
- reason and justice). The BSW 
originated in a split from Die 
Linke in January 2024.

I became politicised around 
the age of fourteen when I joined 
the SPD (the German equivalent 
of the Labour Party).

There were key experiences 
in my life which drew me to pol-
itics. My mother is a single par-
ent and we faced fi nancial wor-
ries, issues around housing and 
around her working hours. My 
father, who is from Columbia, 
was homeless for a while and had 
to live on a camp site. The combi-
nation of these experiences made 
me very critical of German soci-
ety and of capitalism.

But I quickly became disillu-
sioned with the SPD, especially 
their support for the Ukrainian 
war and the consequences of that 
support on working-class peo-
ple through increased costs and 
infl ation. 

When Sarah Wagenknecht 
left Die Linke, I decided to join 
the BSW and got involved in 
their youth wing. Recently I’ve 
been involved in the anti-con-
scription campaign and I have 
been involved in calling demon-
strations against Trump’s attacks 
on Venezuela and Cuba.

For me, the link between all 
these campaigns, and the key 
value that shapes my politics 
is ‘social justice’ and the fi ght 
against social inequality.

How did the campaign against 
conscription start and what 
actions has it taken?

The campaign was launched by 
the youth organisation of the 
Communist Party, but it involves 
all parties of the left and young 
people who are not in parties. In 
June last year, a national planning 
meeting was called and, from 
there, the movement rolled out in 
quite a decentralised way. There 
isn’t a central coordinating body, 
only national days of action are 
coordinated. But it’s up to local 
groups what actions they take 
and how they organise.

Centrally important, however, 
have been school strikes against 
conscription. In the last round of 
strikes, around 55,000 students 
took part in the actions from right 
across Germany.

Again, these have been led 
by school students, not by out-
side bodies or organisations. The 
strikes have been diff erent in 
diff erent schools. Some places 
it’s just a strike, or a demonstra-
tion or meeting at the school, 

but in other places we have held 
marches and rallies.

One thing with the marches 
and demonstrations is that, in 
Germany, you have to be eight-
een before you can offi  cially 
organise a demonstration and you 
have to register it with the police. 
So older students, like me, have 
taken on that organising role and 
in Aachen we have had city-cen-
tre demonstrations.

Why do you think the state is 
pushing conscription?

In Germany, the state, politicians 
and media are all pushing a nar-
rative that we need to arm and 
be prepared to confront Russia. 
Russia is constantly portrayed as 
a threat. 

In contrast, Germany is por-
trayed as a bastion of freedom 
and democracy and rearmament 
is necessary, we are told, to pro-
tect ourselves and to be part of a 
‘strong, assertive Europe’.

But Germany isn’t neutral 
with regard to Ukraine. Germany 
already sends vast amounts of 

arms to Ukraine, and, in my 
opinion, there are some amongst 
our rulers who want to be able to 
send troops into Ukraine to con-
front Russia.

Even Green Party politicians 
are suggesting that we are already 
in ‘a war against Russia’, they 
support intervention into Ukraine 
like the other mainstream parties.

As Germany moves in this 
interventionist direction, con-
scription becomes a key part of 
the picture. It provides the troops, 
but it also sends a message that 
the increased militarisation of 
society is necessary.

In this way, rearmament, 
increased military spending and 
conscription are all being pushed 
as part of the European-wide 
arms race.

And you know, it’s not just 
conscription, there are other 
aspects to this. 

For example, if you sign up 
for four years (not just the one-
year conscription), the army 
promises to pay for your driving 
lessons and driving licence. Now 
this might not be an incentive to 

those from affl  uent backgrounds, 
but for those from poorer back-
grounds, it is a ‘carrot’ that is 
being dangled in front of peo-
ple. The average cost of driving 
lessons and the driving test is 
around 4,000 Euro, so for those 
from poorer backgrounds, it is an 
enticement to sign up for longer.

And now, from the start of 
April this year, any male citizen 
between the ages of seventeen and 
45, who wants to travel abroad 
for more than three months, must 
get the permission of the German 
Armed Forces. This is an incred-
ible attack on our civil liberties, 
our freedom of movement, but it 
stresses how much the German 
state is moving to a war footing.

What is driving the new mili-
tarism and what do you think 
we need to do across Europe?

The biggest drivers of the new 
militarism are the politicians, the 
media and the companies (the 
military-industrial complex) who 
benefi t from the arms race.

This is happening across 
Europe and all the countries of 
Europe are increasing their mili-
tary spending and gearing up for 
war. It’s very, very dangerous.

That’s why I think the 
International Anti-War confer-
ence on 20 June in London is so 
important. It will bring people 
together from across the continent 
and we can listen to each other, 
learn from each other and, I hope, 
start to coordinate actions and 
demonstrations across Europe 
against the new militarism.

It’s a wonderful opportunity 
for us all.

I hope there will be lots 
of people from Britain, across 
Europe and beyond all there and 
all calling for peace, not war!

More details on the 20 June 
International Anti-War 

conference in London on page 4

‘Europe is gearing ‘Europe is gearing 
up for war’up for war’

Michael Lavalette spoke with Felix Kreklow Rojas, a school student who is
playing a key role in Germany’s growing anti-conscription movement
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in justifi cations for the 1999 NATO war 
in the Balkans, the fi rst of the post-Cold-
War Western interventions. It was espe-
cially deployed by Tony Blair’s Labour 
government, and he and his wife Cherie 
Blair, developed the ‘feminist imperial-
ist’ argument that the war and occupation 
of Afghanistan was to ‘liberate Afghan 
women’.

Donald Trump’s more brutal ‘might is 
right’ iteration of imperial ideology has dis-
pensed with such niceties. So, the ‘human-
itarian’ argument now is confi ned to those 
corners of the left where it took root in the 
Blair era. The left variety of this argument 
is often couched as solidarity with workers 
or oppressed peoples within the countries 
targeted by the imperial powers.

The problem with this approach is not that 
it is mistaken about the undemocratic or 
authoritarian nature of regimes like those 
in Iraq, Libya, or Iran. The problem is 
with the idea that the Western states are in 
any way an appropriate agency to achieve 
liberation.

In fact, Western regimes have no inter-
est in promoting democracy, and indeed 
have often been mainstays of support for 
the very same regimes, like Saddam’s Iraq 
or Gaddafi ’s Libya, before they became 
perceived as an obstacle to Western inter-
ests. Moreover, the Western powers are 
very happy to give endless support to dicta-
torial but pro-Western states, like the Gulf 
autocratic kingdoms.

In short, left ‘humanitarian imperialism’ 

is essentially a colonial mindset that 
believes that ‘we’ (that is, the imperial 
states and their left cheerleaders) can liber-
ate oppressed people, rather than liberation 
being fundamentally the result of the strug-
gles of the oppressed themselves. And it 
confuses the solidarity that is due to such 
struggles with support for the imperial pro-
jects of the Western governments.

The second mistaken form of anti-im-
perialism commits an equal but opposite 
error. This approach excuses undemocratic 
and oppressive regimes because they are 
attacked by imperialism. It assumes that 
the internally repressive nature of a state 
should be ignored or justifi ed simply as 
a result of being targeted by the imperial 
powers. 

In doing so, it obliterates the class struggle 
and other democratic and liberatory strug-
gles within the states targeted by the West. 
It assumes that the interests of the state and 
the ruling class in those nations targeted by 
imperialism are identical. So, for example, 
because China is the subject of Western 
hostility, its internally repressive nature is 
excused and, for instance, its repression of 
Uyghur Muslims is minimised or brushed 
aside.

This approach denies the class charac-
ter of those states and gives their nationalist 
ruling classes a ‘communist colouration’ in 
exactly the way Lenin warned revolution-
aries not to do. It refuses to recognise either 
the exploitation and oppression of the 
working class in those nations or the com-
promises their ruling classes always make 
with imperialism.

There is a third alternative, a princi-
pled anti-imperialist approach which is far 
more eff ective than either of these fl awed 
perspectives.

While not ignoring the importance of 
resistance in those countries faced with 
imperialist aggression, this third approach 
neither denies or minimises the undemo-
cratic or repressive nature of states where 
this is an obvious fact of life, as it is in Iran. 
Opposition to the wars and occupations 
launched by the imperial powers does not 
require an uncritical attitude to the regimes 
under attack.

What is required is the view that only 
the working class and the people of the 
country have the right to change their soci-
ety and that this project can only be dam-
aged by the wars launched by the Western 
powers. Moreover, suggesting that the 
Western governments can assist this pro-
cess as, for instance, Iranian monarchists 
are currently doing, can only help burnish 
the reputation of the imperial governments 
and so weaken the ability of trade unions 
and social movements in the imperial cen-
tres to challenge their ruling classes.

So this third view is that, in imperialist 
countries, the main enemy is at home and 
the main task is to oppose our own ruling 
class. But this does not mean pretending 
that in the states that are subject to imperial-
ist attack, there is no class struggle between 
the exploited and the exploiters (including 
the exploiters’ state machine). The rulers 
in these countries are not the friends of the 
workers, even if they are the enemies of the 
imperialists, with whom they often com-
promise and whom they fi ght ineff ectively 
precisely because they need to continue to 
fi ght their own population.

We can both make our priority the 
attack on our own imperialists without 
forgetting that the class struggle exists in 
those countries that are attacked by impe-
rialism. In that struggle, we are with the 
exploited against their state machine while 
we give no ground to our imperialists who 
seek hypocritically to justify their actions 
by reference to the plight of the oppressed 
elsewhere. We fully recognise that every 
imperialist is in favour of liberation in their 
enemies’ backyard, but never in their own 
house.

‘Shock and war’: 
the looming crash THREE KINDS OF THREE KINDS OF 

ANTI-IMPERIALISMANTI-IMPERIALISM
DOMINIC ALEXANDER

It is anyone’s guess just how bad the 
economic fallout from the criminal 
war on Iran will be.

The wild, and sometimes suspi-
cious, gyrations of the markets, and the 
price of oil and gas, with every new 
tweet from the lunatic-in-chief, does 
not help bring any clarity to the situa-
tion. What we do know is that infl ation 
in the Euro area has already jumped 
2.5% in March. In the UK, energy and 
other bills like council tax were already 
going to rise in April, and now food 
infl ation alone is predicted to reach 9% 
at the least.

The measures the government is 
claiming will address the situation, such 
as the rise in the minimum wage and 
pensions, will be more than wiped out 
by those other rises. The cost-of-living 
crisis, which never went away, will be 
punishing working people still further. 

The damage is already suffi  cient 
that recession is probably on its way. 
Of course, with every day the Strait of 
Hormuz remains blocked, the likely 
severity of this escalates. The knock-on 
eff ects are feeding through to decisions 
made about investment, most alarm-
ingly by farmers, which means world-
wide food prices will rise regardless of 

how much longer supply, of fertiliser as 
well as oil, remains disrupted.

At best, we face a period of stag-
fl ation, but this could turn into a major 
downturn, accompanied by severe infl a-
tion, ‘slumpfl ation’. Oil-refi ning capac-
ity in the Gulf may already have been 
damaged such that it could take years 
to return to full pre-war capacity. Given 
the parlous state of the world economy, 
with fears of an AI bubble bursting, or 
of a crash induced by problems in the 
private-credit markets, it is fair to say 
the outlook is deeply alarming.

In this situation, what we need is 
major government intervention to pro-
tect both people and production, and 
food supply in particular. What we’re 
getting are anaemic energy-price con-
trols which won’t kick in until the 
autumn and repeated insistences from 
both Reeves and Starmer that the best 
way to bring down prices is to achieve 
de-escalation in the Gulf. Short of our 
government, along with the rest of 
Europe, adopting the Spanish response 
against this war, these statements are 
just defl ections designed to absolve the 
government of blame.

The Tory response is to demand 
more drilling in the North Sea, despite 
the fact that since the oil and gas would 
be in private hands, and would therefore 

be sold on the open market, this would 
do absolutely nothing to bring down 
prices for households. Either the 
Conservative leadership is monumen-
tally stupid, or they assume we won’t 
notice the problem. All this dissimula-
tion from the major parties is designed 
to occlude the real decision, which 
was made long ago, that governments 
should not interfere with profi t-making, 
except to subsidise and protect it.

Our bills and transport are expen-
sive because utilities, buses and trains 
have been privatised, and these ser-
vices, where they are working at all, are 
failing due to the profi ts that have been 
squeezed out of them. They all need to 
be renationalised without delay, so that 
essential services are provided through-
out the next crisis, which shall assur-
edly come, probably soon. 

Our food costs are going to rise, 
because governments have made no 
serious interventions into protecting 
and planning food production, which 
is what urgently needs to happen now. 
The massive rise in military spending 
must be halted; the money is needed 
elsewhere. A Spanish-stye rent freeze 
would be useful too. The so-called ‘free 
market’ has comprehensively failed and 
we need an economy that is planned for 
the benefi t of people rather than profi t.

STOP BOMBING IRAN DEMONSTRATION, LONDON, 21 MARCH. PHOTO: STEVE EASON / CC BY-NC 2.0STOP BOMBING IRAN DEMONSTRATION, LONDON, 21 MARCH. PHOTO: STEVE EASON / CC BY-NC 2.0

John Rees
Across a generation of warfare, from 
Afghanistan to Iran, there have been three 
basic positions repeatedly articulated on 
the left in regard to imperialism.

The fi rst and most widespread view is 
that the actions of the imperialist powers 
can be justifi ed by reference to the nature 
of the regimes under attack.  In this frame-
work, support should be given to wars 
against regimes, like those of the Taliban 
in Afghanistan and Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq, that are authoritarian, undemocratic, 
exploitative, and oppressive. 

This view became widely argued 
because it was part of the establishment 
case for war in Afghanistan and Iraq in 
2002-3, although the modern root of this 
so-called ‘humanitarian imperialism’ lay 

SATTELITE IMAGE OF THE STRAIT OF HORMUZSATTELITE IMAGE OF THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ
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ZAHID RAHMAN

Following the start of the US-Israeli war 
on Iran, hostilities between Hezbollah 
in Lebanon and Israel have resumed. 
Israel has launched a ground assault into 
southern Lebanon, claiming to be creat-
ing a buff er zone.

Meanwhile, Israeli ministers are 
openly saying they are annexing 
Lebanese territory. Bridges across the 
Litani river have been struck by the IDF, 
UNFIL peacekeepers have been killed, 
and over a million Lebanese (over a fi fth 
of the country’s population) have been 
displaced.

Annexationist ambition in southern 
Lebanon isn’t a phenomenon that is 
new to Zionism, in fact it’s older than 
the state of Israel itself. Zionist lobby-
ing groups pushed to extend Palestine’s 
territory up to the Litani river during 
the British mandate. In 1956 as Britain, 
France and Israel planned a joint war on 
Egypt, Israel’s prime minister, David 
Ben-Gurion, lobbied to annex southern 
Lebanon once more.

In 1978, amid the Lebanese Civil 
War, Israel invaded southern Lebanon 
and four years later extended its inva-
sion as far north as Beirut, besieg-
ing the Arab capital for two months. 
Thousands of civilians died during the 
siege due to indiscriminate Israeli air 
strikes, shelling and car bombs. Three 
thousand Palestinian refugees in Sabra 
and Shatila were massacred by Israeli-
allied Phalange militias.

The years of occupation led to the 
creation of Hezbollah, launched to drive 
the Israelis out, which they eventually 
did in 2000. When Israel invaded again 
in 2006, they were successfully repelled 
by Hezbollah which drove up its support 
in the country and region.

Israel’s year-long war against 
Lebanon in 2024, it’s war-crime pager 
attacks and assassination of Hezbollah’s 
leader Hassan Nasrallah, deteriorated 
the group, but the present confl ict has 
shown that it is far from eradicated.

Israel has tried to ignite a new 
civil war in Lebanon by pressuring the 
Lebanese government to militarily con-
front Hezbollah. In its current campaign, 
Israeli forces are ethnically cleansing the 
country’s Shia population. Shia villages 
have been razed to the ground, Christian 
villages and hotels that provide shelter 
to Shia refugees have been bombed. 
Israel is reportedly in talks with Ahmed 
al-Sharaa about Syria invading Lebanon 
in collaboration with Israel.

Israel has said in clear terms that it is 
using the ‘Gaza playbook’ in Lebanon. 
A declaration of genocidal intent, and 
plans for permanent occupation. 
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In a grotesque repeat of its history, the 
German car manufacturer Volkswagen is 
reported to be returning to its dark roots, 
once again moving from civilian car pro-
duction to military manufacturing. This 
time around, rather than producing hard-
ware for the Nazis, it’s planning to get into 
bed with another state committing a geno-
cide, with plans to go into business with the 
Israeli state-owned weapons manufacturer, 

Rafael Advanced Defence Systems.
The famous German car company was 

established in 1937 to produce the ‘peo-
ple’s car’, but shortly after, with the out-
break of World War II, production moved 
from civilian vehicles to arms for Hitler’s 
war eff ort. In the process, the company 
used more than 15,000 slave labourers, 
housing four concentration camps and 
eight forced-labour camps. In 1944, one 
of its engineers travelled to Auschwitz to 
select Jewish metal workers personally.

After the war, VW was saved from 
being dismantled and was run by the 
British occupying force, producing cars 
for allied personnel. In 1949, the com-
pany was returned to German ownership. 
It became famous for its Beetle car and the 
VW Camper Van. By 2024, it was ranked 
the world’s second-largest car maker by 
sales. Last year, it was the largest car man-
ufacturer in Europe, with the best-selling 
electric-car brand and almost a third of the 
European market share. 

Yet thanks to Trump’s tariff s and com-
petition from China, VW share prices have 
fallen dramatically, and though it still 
made a net profi t of €7 billion last year, 
neither this nor its lead position among 
European car makers prevented the plant at 
Osnabrück being threatened with closure.

So VW is attempting to transition 
its Osnabrück site to military produc-
tion and embrace Germany’s growing 
defence industry, with the full support of 
the German government. This move is the 
second attempt at diversifying to military 
production in just a few months. In 2025, 
VW tried to sell Osnabrück to the German 
defence company Rheinmetall, but the deal 
fell through. Now they have made moves, 
which if successful, will see the plant pro-
duce Iron Dome parts, missile launchers, 
heavy-duty trucks to transport missiles, and 
electricity generators.

German military manufacturing is 
booming, the country plans to spend more 
than €500 billion on defence by the end of 
the decade and more and more companies 

are expected to pivot towards the defence 
sector. The country already hosts one 
Raphael plant, and VW is already involved 
in producing military trucks alongside its 
subsidiary MAN and Rheinmetall. But this 
deal would be a signifi cant shift change.

The deal between VW and Raphael 
refl ects a changing economic model being 
pursued across Europe. The mass mili-
tarisation of the continent will acceler-
ate the move from cars to weapons. In 
January, French car manufacturer Renault 
announced it would be producing drones 
for Ukraine and France. But, as evidenced 
by the Alternative Defence Review, such 
military investment will do little to help 
fl oundering European economies. Military 
spending has one of the lowest ‘employ-
ment multipliers’ of all economic activ-
ity, while profi ts from arms manufactur-
ing almost entirely remain with the arms 
manufacturer.

The militarisation of European econo-
mies should concern us all. It creates a per-
manent pressure for war, creating an ever 
more dangerous world. Germany, along 
with other European countries, is invest-
ing heavily in the arms industry while 
simultaneously cutting social and welfare 
programmes. 

Over the Easter weekend, peace activ-
ists organised protests against the milita-
risation of the Osnabrück plant. Stephan 
Krull, a former employee commented that 
with its Nazi past, VW has a historical 
responsibility to not produce arms, while 
other locals say the move to military pro-
duction would be a betrayal of the town’s 
heritage as a city of peace.

It took VW a generation to recover 
its brand image following World War II. 
Today, few who fall in love with the Beetle 
or explore the open road in an iconic VW 
Camper remember the company’s dark 
Nazi past. To make a deal with the Israeli 
state military would be the second time in 
its history VW was servicing a genocidal 
state.

Dark days indeed.

THE CONDITION OF THE WORKING CLASS

MORGAN DANIELS
1649
1st: A small group of ‘Diggers’ led 
by Gerrard Winstanley occupies St. 
George’s Hill, Watton, Surrey

1870
22nd: Vladimir Lenin born in 
Simbirsk, Russian Empire

1958
4th: The fi rst major Aldermaston march 
sets off  from Trafalgar Square, arriving 
four days later at the Atomic Weapons 
Establishment

1963
30th: A boycott begins of buses run 
by the Bristol Omnibus Company 
in protest at the operator’s refusal to 
employ black people

1977
23rd: The Battle of Wood Green: three 
thousand anti-fascists confront and 
partly drive away a National Front 
march outside Turnpike Lane Station

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

ISRAEL’S ‘GAZA 
PLAYBOOK’ IN 
LEBANON

by Terina Hine
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In defi ning fascism, it is important to iden-
tify what fascism is – but also what it isn’t. 
Fascism is, after all, one of the most over-
used words in the political lexicon. 

Fascism is a particular type of politi-
cal order in capitalist society. It is a form 
of capitalist class rule that dispenses with 
formal democracy in favour of extreme 
authoritarianism. This includes things like 
banning trade unions, removing parlia-
mentary democracy and severely curtailing 
freedoms. 

This does not, however, mean that all 
authoritarian regimes or dictatorships have 
been fascist. A fascist political order rep-
resents a successful counter-revolution 
against the working class. It is a response 
to mass working class struggle and inevi-
tably entails violence against workers and 
their organisations. 

It also necessarily involves a break 
from liberal, democratic forms of capital-
ist rule by at least sections of the capitalist 
state and the ruling class.

Fascism is likely to become a serious 
threat in conditions of acute capitalist crisis 
as the old, stable forms of rule are under 
pressure. Some capitalists turn to fascism, 
out of desperation, as a means of restoring 

stable capitalist rule and smashing working 
class resistance.  

Fascism is therefore a product of acute 
class struggle and refl ects defeat for the 
working class. But it does not primarily 
have its base in the capitalist ruling class 
itself. Its main social base is in the middle 
class, caught between the two great antag-
onistic classes (ruling class vs working 
class).

The middle class provides the party 
activists and the street fi ghters for a fascist 
movement. In an economic crisis, much 
of the middle class feels insecure and 
squeezed. Yet it cannot look to collective 
action by workers – and workers’ organisa-
tions like trade unions - to provide a coun-
terweight. Nor does it see any salvation in 
conventional ruling class politics. 

Such a movement will involve mobi-
lising beyond electoral politics, seeking to 
intimidate socialists, trade unionists and 
racial minorities on the streets. However, 
this movement – to attain high offi  ce - also 
requires the collusion of parts of the rul-
ing class when it can no longer confi dently 
govern in the old ways. 

Ideologically, fascist parties and move-
ments aspire to make such a political order 
a reality. Fascist ideology includes ele-
ments of opposition to democracy and free-
dom, but these are unlikely to be popular in 
isolation. Fascist ideology leans heavily on 
racism and nationalism. 

This was evident in the most important 
fascist movement in history: Adolf Hitler’s 
Nazi Party, which combined antisemitism 
and nostalgic German nationalism with 
the economic grievances of middle class 
Germans in particular. The Holocaust was 

the ultimate expression of antisemitism 
fused with Nazi Germany’s imperialist 
expansion across Europe. 

The Nazis’ antisemitism had a power-
ful appeal for middle class Germans in an 
era of economic Depression. Hitler blamed 
Jewish bankers and Jewish Bolsheviks 
alike for social problems and falling liv-
ing standards, channelling resentments 
towards both the rich and the working class. 
This was, though, in the service of a polit-
ical project that attacked Jews and workers 
while protecting German capitalism. 

Leon Trotsky, writing in the early 
1930s, viewed the Nazis as an expression 
of ‘counter revolutionary despair’ by the 
middle class. This echoed the rise of Benito 
Mussolini’s fascists in Italy in the early 
1920s. Mussolini’s movement had been 
fuelled by hatred of the workers’ revolts 
of the ‘biennio rosso’ – the two red years, 
1919 and 1920 – and was emboldened by 
the defeat of that upsurge. 

Trotsky’s analysis was very astute. 
Equally importantly, he outlined a strategy 
for stopping fascism. In the early 1930s 
he repeatedly warned of the Nazi threat in 

Germany and called for a united front of 
workers’ organisations to block it. 

This would mean cooperation between 
the Social Democratic Party and the 
Communist Party – both genuine mass 
working class parties – and also the trade 
unions. It was not primarily an electoral 
pact, but the basis for united mobilisa-
tions on the streets, in workplaces and in 
communities.  

Such a strategy went directly against 
the Stalinist orthodoxy emanating from 
Moscow and was therefore not taken up by 
Germany’s Communists. Trotsky did not 
have the political forces to turn this united 
front concept into a living reality. 

The result of these monumental mis-
takes by Germany’s workers’ movement 
was the most catastrophic defeat for the 
working class in history. If 1917 was his-
tory’s peak for the working class, 1933 was 
its nadir. 

When assessing fascism and its poten-
tial today, the analysis pioneered by 
Trotsky provides an invaluable starting 
point. His grasp of the strategic necessity 
of the united front also retains its relevance. 

FASCISM: WHAT IT IS 
AND HOW TO STOP IT

MARXISM 101

TOMMY ROBINSON’S ‘UNITE THE KINGDOM’ DEMONSTRATION, SEPTEMBER 2025. PHOTO: JOHNLSL / CC BY-NC-ND 2.0TOMMY ROBINSON’S ‘UNITE THE KINGDOM’ DEMONSTRATION, SEPTEMBER 2025. PHOTO: JOHNLSL / CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

by Alex Snowdon
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LOCAL 
GROUPS

Counterfi re has local branches across 
the country building the movements 

of resistance and popularising socialist 
ideas by organising public meetings, 

local activity and distributing our free 
newspaper.

To fi nd out more about a branch near 
you or to help set one up where you 

are, please contact the national o�  ce.

NATIONAL OFFICE
info@counterfi re.org

07807 123472
Branches:

BATH

BIRMINGHAM

BOURNEMOUTH

BRIGHTON

BRISTOL

CREWE

DEVON & CORNWALL

EAST KENT

DONCASTER

EDINBURGH

GLASGOW

HASTINGS

IPSWICH

LONDON:
EAST

GREENWICH & 
WOOLWICH
HARINGEY

NORTH WEST
SOUTH WEST

SOUTH (CENTRAL)

MANCHESTER

NEWCASTLE

PRESTON & CHORLEY

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Counterfi re is a revolutionary socialist 
organisation that has been central to the 
Palestine, anti-war and anti-austerity 
movements over the last two decades. We 
are committed to transforming our soci-
ety from one based on the profi t motive to 
one built on the needs of working people. 

Real change can only be achieved by 
working-class people organising them-
selves to challenge their bosses and the 
government that stands behind the bosses. 
It depends on mass movements, popular 
protests, and on workers taking action. 
We believe that this kind of popular oppo-
sition requires a dynamic extra-parlia-
mentary left, rooted in workplaces, com-
munities, and colleges. 

We also believe that all the strug-
gles against oppression are connected. 
Racism, sexism, and every other form of 
oppression and discrimination are a prod-
uct of a society based on the exploitation 
of working people by a tiny minority of 
capitalists. War, climate change, and ine-
quality are all symptoms of a chaotic sys-
tem based on market competition.

In the process of helping to build every 
kind of resistance to capitalism, we bring 
to bear the lessons of the past and a Marxist 
analysis of the present. Counterfi re puts 
the case for a revolutionary socialism that 
ultimately seeks popular control of soci-
ety and genuine liberation for all.

Our members are actively involved in 
the protest movements and workers’ 
struggles around the country, organising 
and supporting protests and picket lines. 
We have Counterfi re branches across the 
country helping to build solidarity with 
struggles locally and nationally, and pop-
ularise socialist ideas and analysis.

As well as putting on a wide range of 
debates, public meetings and other events 
around the country, we run one of the 
best-read websites on the left which has 
scores of contributors and tens of thou-
sands of readers every month and we dis-
tribute thousands of copies of the left’s 
fi rst free paper – which has now expanded 
to 12 pages.

Join us and get involved today.

COUNTERFIRE & MOVEMENT EVENTS 

LAKENHEATH
[Lakenheath Alliance for 
Peace] International Peace 
Camp
1 - 6 April
RAF Lakenheath, see 
lakenheathallianceforpeace.
org.uk for updates

BIRMINGHAM (ONLINE)
[Stop the War] Stop the War 
on Iran, Defend the Right to 
Protest
Tuesday 7 April, 7pm
Register on Zoom:
bit.ly/4bPC2CV

BATH
[Counterfi re] War on Iran: 
why has the west set fi re to 
the Middle East?
Thursday 9 April
The Grapes Pub, 14 Westgate 
Street, BA1 1EQ

GLASGOW
[Stop the War] Break with 
Trump Scotland national 
demo
Saturday 11 April, 11am
Mclennan Arch, Glasgow

LONDON
[Counterfi re] Revolution! 
weekender: Resisting 
Trump’s new world disorder
Saturday 11 - Sunday 12 April
SOAS University, Thornhaugh 
Street, WC1H 0XG

NATIONAL (ONLINE)
[Counterfi re Students] 
Sudan: the ongoing crisis
Wednesday 15 April, 7pm
Register on Zoom:
counterfi re.org/events

BRIGHTON AND HOVE
[Stop the War] Stop 
Starmer’s militarism, Stop 
Trump’s wars
Thursday 16 April, 7pm
Brighthelm Centre, North 
Road, Brighton, BN1 1YD

MERSEYSIDE (ONLINE)
[Merseyside trade unions] 
Stop the War meeting
Thursday 16 April, 6:30pm
Register on Zoom:
bit.ly/41O6nMa

CANTERBURY
[Stop the War] Hands off  
Iran, Cuba, Venezuela, 
Palestine, Lebanon
Thursday 16 April, 7pm
Friends Meeting House,
6 The Friars, CT1 2AS

LONDON
[Housing campaigns] 
National Housing Demo
Saturday 18 April, 1pm
Central London, see 
housingdemo.org for updates

MANCHESTER
[Counterfi re] Counterfi lms: 
I’m Not Your Negro fi lm 
screening
Sunday 19 April, 7pm
The Peer Hat, 14-16 Faraday 
Street, M1 1BE

NEWCASTLE
[Counterfi re] War on Iran: 
why has the west set fi re to 
the Middle East?
Tuesday 21 April, 7pm
Tyneside Irish Centre, 
43 Gallowgate Street, 
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE1 4SG

DEVON & CORNWALL 
(ONLINE)
[Counterfi re] War on Iran: 
why has the west set fi re to 
the Middle East?
Tuesday 21 April, 7pm
Register on Zoom:
bit.ly/4e7XhRM

IPSWICH
[Together Alliance] Launch 
meeting
Wednesday 22 April, 6:30pm
Friends Meeting House, 39 
Fonnereau Rd, IP1 3JH

HARINGEY
[Counterfi re] Confronting 
conspiracy theories
Tuesday 28 April, 6:30pm
All Good Bookshop,
35 Turnpike Lane, London, 
N8 0EP

EAST LONDON
[Counterfi re] War, fascism, 
economic crisis: Why you 
should be a socialist
Tuesday 28 April, 7pm
The People’s Letters,
395 Cambridge Heath Road, 
London, E2 9RA

GREENWICH & 
WOOLWICH
[Counterfi re] Zionism and 
imperialism: Why the British 
state backs genocide
Tuesday 28 April, 7pm
Stage 19 Property (opposite 
Lidl), Macbean Street, 
London, SE18 6LW

NATIONAL
[Palestine coalition] 
Workplace Day of Action for 
Palestine
Thursday 14 May
Workplaces nationally

LONDON
[Palestine coalition] Nakba 
Day national demonstration
Saturday 16 May, 12pm
Central London, follow
@stwuk for updates

DUNFERMLINE
[Counterfi re] War on Iran: 
why has the west set fi re to 
the Middle East?
Tuesday 26 May, 7pm
Del Farquharson Centre, 
Nethertown Broad Street, 
KY12 7DS

LONDON
[Stop the War] International 
conference against war
Saturday 20 June
Central Hall Westminster, 
Storey’s Gate, SW1H 9NH

Counterfi re organises regular national and local public meetings discussing key 
topics of the moment. Our events are open to all, and listed below along with key 
movement dates for your diary. See counterfi re.org/events for updates.
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Most readers of this newspaper are prob-
ably not frequent attenders of Britain’s 
palaces and their exhibitions celebrating 
the extreme wealth and privilege of the 
royal family, with whom we are unfortu-
nately still lumbered. This exhibition at 
Kensington Palace, however, attempts 
something diff erent, revealing through per-
sonal stories how sex, class and resistance 
were shaped by Britain’s plunder of India: 
the ‘jewel’ in its imperial crown.

‘The Last Princesses of Punjab’ tells 
the story of Britain’s imperial relationship 
with India through the fraught interconnec-
tions between six regal women. First, we 
encounter the Maharani Jind Kaur, who 
fought the eff orts of Britain’s East India 
Company to seize the Sikh Empire’s terri-
tory in Punjab after the death of her hus-
band, Ranjit Singh.

Punjab was seized by Queen Victoria, 
later to proclaim herself ‘Empress of 
India’, along with the Koh-i-Noor dia-
mond which, appallingly, remains in the 
British monarchy’s possession. Along with 
Kaur’s jewellery, some of which is dis-
played in the exhibit, the British also took 
her son, the Maharaja Duleep Singh, who 
was patronised as a sort of exotic court 

pet by Queen Victoria. The scars from this 
strange predicament later revealed them-
selves as he spiralled into self-destruction 
and attempted to regain his kingdom. His 
unhappy marriage to Bamba Müller, the 
daughter of a German father and Ethiopian 
mother brought up in Cairo, and the third 
woman in this story, resulted in six chil-
dren. Their three daughters, Bamba, 
Catherine and Sophia – the last princesses 
of Punjab – were all aristocrats and rebels.

Bamba and Catherine pursued higher 
education, at a time when this was 
extremely unusual for women. Catherine 
further defi ed political and social expec-
tations by joining the suff ragists and liv-
ing with her female partner Lina Schäfer. 
Resident in Germany until Schäfer’s death, 

Catherine helped Jews to fl ee the Nazis, 
and there is moving testimony from their 
descendants in the exhibit.

Meanwhile, Sophia, goddaughter of 
Queen Victoria, joined the militant suff ra-
gettes and though she was never impris-
oned, almost certainly because of her social 
status, the exhibit contains an array of arte-
facts from her part in the struggle, includ-
ing the protest she wrote on her Census 
form and the photograph of her selling the 
Suff ragette newspaper with the headline 
‘Revolution’ outside her home in Hampton 
Court Palace!

The exhibition states that the Singh sis-
ters were not anti-imperialists and during 
World War One, in which over a million 
Indians fought, Sophia worked as a nurse 

for Indian troops. Yet, when the sisters vis-
ited India in 1903, they were appalled by 
the poverty they witnessed under colonial 
rule, and they mixed with nationalist fi g-
ureheads. Certainly Bamba’s claim to be 
the ‘Queen of Punjab’ sat uneasily with 
Britain’s claim upon the territory.

The exhibition addresses some of these 
contradictions, noting that the sisters were 
dispossessed by the same empire that sus-
tained their aristocratic lifestyles. We are 
therefore able to glimpse the high-level, 
yet intimate, workings of empire: its use of 
violence, theft and bribery, and ultimately 
its inability to ever completely suppress 
resistance.

The exhibition is on at Kensington Palace
until 8 November 2026 
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THE LAST PRINCESSES OF PUNJAB EXHIBITION

Aristocratic rebels and 
the workings of empire

ART & CULTURE 

PRINCESSES SOPHIA, BAMBA AND CATHERINE, BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 1895. PHOTO: HENRY VAN DER WEYDE / PUBLIC DOMAINPRINCESSES SOPHIA, BAMBA AND CATHERINE, BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 1895. PHOTO: HENRY VAN DER WEYDE / PUBLIC DOMAIN SOPHIA DULEEP SINGH SELLING THE SUFFRAGETTE OUTSIDE HAMPTON COURT PALACE. PHOTO: PUBLIC DOMAINSOPHIA DULEEP SINGH SELLING THE SUFFRAGETTE OUTSIDE HAMPTON COURT PALACE. PHOTO: PUBLIC DOMAIN
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The right to protest is under attack.
This was dramatically illustrated when 

two leading organisers of the pro-Palestine 
movement were found guilty of breaching 
police restrictions during a mass protest in 
London on 18 January 2025.

Chris Nineham, vice-chair of Stop 
the War, and Ben Jamal, director of the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign, were con-
victed under the Public Order Act for their 
roles in a peaceful protest in which a small 
delegation attempted to lay fl owers at the 
feet of police at the top of Whitehall.

This was a highly political prosecution 
and an equally political judgement that ran, 
unusually for a case heard in a magistrate’s 
court, to more than fi fty pages.

The Palestine Coalition had originally 
been given permission to assemble out-
side the BBC in order to protest against the 
Corporation’s biased reporting on Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza. However, following 
a campaign coordinated by the Jewish 

Leadership Council (JLC), the Metropolitan 
Police commander Adam Slonecki changed 
his mind and gave permission only for a 
static protest on Whitehall.

The JLC repeatedly lobbied Slonecki 
and argued that the ‘cumulative impact’ of 
the pro-Palestine marches was disrupting 
the right of people to attend a local syna-
gogue. Yet scant evidence was produced 
that Jewish worshippers were either threat-
ened or prevented from exercising that right.

The judge, who had previously dis-
missed a case against Tommy Robinson, 
ignored the defendants’ case that the police 
conditions were illegitimate and unnec-
essary. Similarly, he rode roughshod over 
video evidence showing police offi  cers wav-
ing through the fl ower-carrying delegation.

The Met immediately crowed about the 
verdict, warning future protest organisers 
‘to understand the importance of cooper-
ating with offi  cers.’ Meanwhile, pro-Israel 
organisations like the Community Security 
Trust used the verdict as an opportunity to 
once again repeat the lie that pro-Palestine 
marches – regularly featuring a large Jewish 

bloc – pose a threat to Jewish people.
Outside the Court, Ben Jamal accused 

the judge of presiding over an obviously 
unfair trial in which four of its six days were 
allocated specifi cally to making the prose-
cution’s case. The verdict was immediately 
condemned by a range of MPs, trade union-
ists and civil-society groups with Human 
Rights Watch describing it as ‘a travesty 
of justice and a huge blow to the right to 
protest.’

Chris Nineham called the verdict ‘gro-
tesque’ and argued that it was an obvious 
attempt to scare people away from protests. 
His conclusion: ‘It is an attempt that will 
not stop us.’

The stakes could hardly be higher. The 
police have so far refused the Palestine 
movement’s preferred route for the Nakba 
demonstration on 16 May, and allowed 
Tommy Robinison to take over the political 
centre of London on that day.

The Palestine movement is calling for 
the biggest possible mobilisation on that 
day to ensure that the far right cannot stop 
our movement.
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